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Borough 
priorities
 

Ensure children and young people have a positive start in life

Promote good health, independence and care across our communities

Create safe and strong communities for our residents

Support a strong, diverse and well-connected local economy

Create a green, thriving and vibrant place to be proud of

Be a modern, efficient and effective Council X

1. Summary
 
1.1 The report attached at Appendix A, received from the Council’s external auditors, Grant 

Thornton UK LLP (Grant Thornton), provides their formal independent opinion in relation to the 
Council’s financial statements and its use of resources for the year ended 31 March 2020.

2. Recommendations for Decision

Audit and Governance Committee is recommended to note the auditor’s report.

3. Purpose of this Report

3.1 Following on from matters considered at previous Committee Audit and Governance Committee 
meetings this report provides members with Grant Thornton’s formal independent opinion, 
received on 22 February 2021.

4. Background / Reasons for the recommendations

4.1 The Audit and Governance Committee meeting on 4 February 2021 considered the Audit Findings 
Report for St Helens Metropolitan Borough Council for the Year Ended 31 March 2020, advising 
that subject to the completion of a small number of outstanding matters, Grant Thornton’s work 
was substantially complete.

4.2 That work has now been completed and the report attached at Appendix A provides the formal 
independent opinion in relation to the Council’s financial statements and its use of resources for 
the year ended 31 March 2020.

5. Community Impact Assessment

5.1 The Community Impact Assessment identified no specific key implications. 

6. Consideration of Alternatives

6.1 None.



7. Conclusions

7.1 The attached report reflects the findings and matters that have been previously reported through 
to the Audit and Governance Committee at its meetings on 23 November 2020 and 4 February 
2021.

7.2 The auditor’s report states that they have audited the financial statements of the Authority for the 
year ended 31 March 2020 and that in their opinion the financial statements:

 give a true and fair view of the financial position of the Authority as at 31 March 2020 and 
of its expenditure and income for the year then ended; 

 have been properly prepared in accordance with the CIPFA/LASAAC code of practice on 
local authority accounting in the United Kingdom 2019/20; and 

 have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014.

7.3 On the basis of their work, and having regard to the guidance issued by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General, the auditor’s report also states that they are satisfied that, in all significant 
respects the Council put in place proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness in its use of resources for the year ended 31 March 2020, with exception 
reported in relation to children’s social care services. Pending re-inspection, this matter arises 
as a result of the Ofsted inspection and rating during 2019.

7.4 The auditor’s report also states that in their opinion, based on the work undertaken in the 
course of the audit of the financial statements and their knowledge of the Authority gained 
through their work in relation to the Authority’s arrangements for securing economy, efficiency 
and effectiveness in its use of resources, the other information published together with the 
financial statements is consistent with the financial statements.

8. Implications

8.1 Legal Implications 

8.1.1 The auditor’s report is made to the members of the Authority, as a body, in accordance with 
Part 5 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and as set out in paragraph 43 of the 
Statement of Responsibilities of Auditors and Audited Bodies published by Public Sector Audit 
Appointments Limited.

8.1.2 In accordance with the requirements of Regulation 10 of the Accounts and Audit (England) 
Regulations 2015, a public notice has been published on the Council’s website that the Audit of 
Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2020 has been concluded.

8.2 Community Impact Assessment (CIA) Implications

8.2.1 Social Value 

8.2.1.1 N/A

8.2.2 Sustainability and Environment 

8.2.2.1 N/A



8.2.3 Health and Wellbeing 

8.2.3.1 N/A

8.2.4 Equality and Human Rights 

8.2.4.1N/A

8.3 Customers and Residents 

8.3.1 The auditor’s report provides customers and residents with an important independent opinion 
in relation to the Council’s financial statements and its use of resources.

8.4 Asset and Property 

8.4.1 N/A

8.5 Staffing and Human Resource 

8.5.1 N/A

8.6 Risks 

8.6.1 None

8.7 Finance 

8.7.1 None directly arising from the report.

8.8 Policy Framework Implications 

8.8.1 N/A

9. Background papers

9.1 N/A

10. Appendices

Appendix A – Independent auditor’s report to members of St Helens Borough Council


